
Petition for Public Toilets in Uplands Park, Oadby

Lead Petitioner’s Representations – Mr J S Sahota

Thank you for giving me this opportunity to present this petition and to speak on it.

This petition which has been signed by over 200 residents is about the provision of toilet 
facilities in the Uplands Park Oadby.

This park is very popular with residents. Many people use it for recreation purposes and 
many use it for exercise.
This long hot summer saw many families with children use the park on regular basis,
So this park is used by young children with families, youth, older people and senior citizens.
Councillors, you will no doubt be aware that children need to go to toilets frequently. Older 
people also need to go to toilets frequently.

I use this park quite regularly. I, like many residents, use this park for walking exercises 
early in the morning.

As you know, doing a walking exercise and with age, the need to go to the toilet increases 
quite a lot.
Yet there are no available toilet facilities for the park users. These, as you can imagine, 
causes serious problems for those who need to use a toilet.

So what are the options for them? Just one—break their exercise routine and go home. And 
what happens if someone is really, really desperate to use a toilet facility?
 
Both men and women use this park for walking exercises. I leave that thought with you 
because I am sure many of you would have found yourself in a similar situation sometime in 
your life.

This Council has set up a Health and Wellbeing Board. The Council encourages and asks 
people to do regular exercises and what better place than a park to carry out walking 
exercise? In some parks there is exercise equipment for use by older people. Yet this same 
Council without realising it is discouraging people to carry out the exercises because of the 
lack of toilet facilities!

The very fact that so many people have signed the petition means there is a problem here 
and it needs looking into.

In the Uplands Park, there is a pavilion with toilets in it. The sad fact is those pavilions is 
always locked and therefore so are the toilets! The pavilion only opens if there is a function 
which is not very often.

The simple and easy solution to the problems I have outlined in my speech is to make these 
toilets in the pavilion accessible to the park users. This should not cost much but obviously 
the Council needs to look at this option carefully.

Councillors I urge you to provide the toilet facilities in the Uplands Park and the most cost 
effective way of doing that is through the use of the toilets in the pavilion. Please do ask 
officers to investigate this and other options.
We desperately need the toilet facilities in the Uplands Park and the sooner this is provided 
the quicker the relief would be.

So please ask the officers to come up with options. 
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